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against the Tekke Turcomans, the Prince was in-
sistent that nothing more than punitive measures were
contemplated and that there was no intention of any
permanent annexations in Transcaspia;  still less was
there any prospect of seizing the oasis of Merv.   It
is possible that Prince Gortchakoff was  sincere in
these assurances; but events and public opinion were
against him.    Skobeleff and his army in Transcaspia
were determined to achieve some striking victory and
to compensate Russia for her losses at Berlin.   Fate,
and the provocation of the Turcomans, played into
his hands.    In October the British occupied Kabul,
thereby depriving Lord Dufferin of the moral basis
of his arguments and arousing Russian feeling to a
temperature which neither his own tact nor the skill
of Gortchakoff were able to assuage.   In December
the Turcomans were so unwise as to inflict a defeat
upon the Russian armies at Geoktepe.    From that
moment the cards passed into SkobelefFs hands ;  he
played them with his usual ruthlessness.   He imposed
upon the Tsar and his government that policy of
* spontaneous infiltration7 which culminated in 1884
in the occupation of the Merv oasis.    It was some
slight, although belated, satisfaction to Lord Dufferin
to reflect that, however much he may have failed in
St. Petersburg, yet it was he who, in 1885, put a final
stop to the policy of infiltration.    In his red study,
in his red palace, under those grey skies, he devoted
his energies to soothing our own Foreign Office, who
at the time were passing through one of their rare
moods of patriotic aggressiveness. He kept the peace.
These diplomatic disappointments were not rendered
more palatable by the internal conditions of Russia or